
Falling Short:  
Most States Lag on Dental Sealants
Dental sealants are clear plastic coatings that prevent tooth 
decay and take only a few minutes to apply to the chewing 
surfaces of permanent molars, the most cavity-prone teeth.
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Savings from reduced need for  
fillings and other dental treatments, 
Colorado health officials estimate.3 

Average drop in decay of molars  
for up to five years after a sealant  
is applied.4
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Number of states that do not have 
sealant programs in most of their 
high-need schools.

Years of research supporting 
the effectiveness of sealants.5

Number of states that still impose 
unnecessary barriers to dental 
hygienists applying sealants.
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Visits by children to emergency 
rooms in 2009 for preventable  
dental problems.1

Percentage of poor children ages 
6-9 who did not have sealants  
in 2009-10.2
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